Selective attention in Alzheimer's disease: characterizing cognitive subgroups of patients.
Picture recognition was studied in 20 patients with AD and in 20 control subjects, using a procedure that matched these groups for initial performance. The groups did not differ significantly in overall forgetting, although 10 patients displayed improved recognition performance 72 hr after learning. These same patients were impaired in a test of attentional focusing, as revealed by post hoc analyses. A predictive experiment involving 20 new patients with AD confirmed the initial findings: a subgroup of patients displayed improved recognition performance 72 hr after learning and impairments in attentional focusing. Neuropsychological tests thus identify a subgroup of patients with impaired selective attention, perhaps related to locus coeruleus neuropathology.